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I. I. IntroductionIntroduction & Abstract& Abstract::
Clinical management of advanced gynecological malignancies requires multimodal strategies of treatment and 
intensive interdisciplinary collaboration. Nowadays attending physicians are confrontated with rising information
flow about diagnostic and therapy: international and national guidelines, diverse recommendations of  
professional societies, evidence-based clinical trials, internet. Participation in clinical trials is essential for the
"State of the Art" therapy of patients with gynecological cancers. The tumour conference is a classical procedure
for recommendation in the cancer therapy. Interdisciplinary cooperations allows optimization and improvement, 
and garantee adequate management of systemic cancer diseases. But logistic problems (e.g., large distances, 
inappropriate appointments of the meetings) are often the main cause to the non-participation of many attending
physicians to the tumor boards. For this reason we initiated the concept of the interdisciplinary online tumor
conference “Gynecological Malignancies” as multiinstitutional project in Germany. 
Using a specific web based software we organized live online tumor board meetings of gynecologists, 
radiologists, oncologists and pathologists from different hospitals and gynecological practitioners, to discuss
complex patient’s cases and defining therapy options. The didactic concept includes presentation of patient data
with special focus to individual condition, morbidity and preferences, presentation of national and international 
guidelines (ESGO, EORTC, ASCO, NCI, AGO), review of current study results and overview of open clinical
trials. 
Since December 2004 85 tumor board meetings were performed, with total of 1084 participants, 278 presented 
patient’s cases and 200 second-opinions. During the screening process each histology report was reviewed 
centrally by a pathologist. Systemic chemotherapy (50%) was the most frequent indicated therapy followed by 
surgery (21%), radio/chemotherapy (9%), targeted therapy (6%) or completion of diagnostics (14%). In a regular 
anonymous 6-months survey 84% of the participants were satisfied with the informational content and technical 
support. The compliance of the defined recommendation was 90%. 
In conclusion the online-tumor board represents an excellent possibility to discuss complex patient’s cases. The 
online conference via internet is feasible and represents a time-and cost saving possibility for physician. 
Furthermore, positive effects on the quality of the clinical management and on study enrollment can be estimated. 
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SupportedSupported byby::

II. II. MethodsMethods::

Screening process, online review of current updates of international guidelines and national standards, 
management and support to the participants are performed by the “online conference manager“.

Five Five StepStep leadingleading fromfrom ScreeningScreening to to RecommendationRecommendation::

1. Submission of 1. Submission of currentcurrent patientpatient datadata (online, fax)(online, fax)
Pathological Report
Surgery Report
Medical History
Current Performance Status
Preference of the Patient to Therapy
The Question/s on the tumor board

2. 2. ReviewReview of of submittedsubmitted datadata
Histology: is the pathological diagnosis right?
Should particular pathological results be verified by reference pathologist? 
Reviewing of external CT- or MRI-scans is necessary? 
Are all data complete?

3. 3. Conference managerConference manager and and attendingattending physicianphysician areare preparingpreparing „„individualindividual casecase presentationpresentation““

4. 4. InterdisciplinaryInterdisciplinary online online –– tumor tumor conferenceconference withwith live live discussionsdiscussions and and therapytherapy recommendationrecommendation

5. 5. PreparingPreparing of of currentcurrent protocolprotocol forfor eacheach patientpatient and online update of and online update of databasedatabase
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Recommendation

III. III. ResultsResults::

IV. IV. ConclusionsConclusions::

Aktueller Stand:Aktueller Stand:
•• Start of Start of thethe interdisciplinaryinterdisciplinary online tumor online tumor conferenceconference: : DecemberDecember 2004 2004 

•• Up to Up to nownow 85 85 evaluatedevaluated online online conferencesconferences

•• 278 online live 278 online live presentedpresented patientpatient casescases withwith therapytherapy recommendationsrecommendations

•• ChemotherapyChemotherapy, , surgerysurgery and and furtherfurther diagnosticsdiagnostics as as mostmost frequentlyfrequently recommendationsrecommendations

•• 200 200 evaluatedevaluated Second Second OpinionOpinion CasesCases and and establishmentestablishment of Second of Second OpinionOpinion Center Center 

•• FromFrom all 1084 all 1084 participantsparticipants -- 341 online 341 online participationsparticipations and 743 and 743 participantsparticipants in in thethe clinicclinic

•• AcceptanceAcceptance of of therapytherapy recommendationrecommendation: 78 % : 78 % acceptedaccepted, 20% , 20% partiallypartially acceptedaccepted

•• CertificationCertification byby thethe medicalmedical chamberchamber of Berlinof Berlin

•• TheThe ConceptConcept of live Online of live Online –– Tumor Tumor boardboard is feasible and represents a timeis feasible and represents a time--and cost and cost 
saving possibility for attending physicianssaving possibility for attending physicians to discuss complex patient’s casesto discuss complex patient’s cases

•• EducationalEducational platformplatform forfor interdisciplinaryinterdisciplinary exchangeexchange and and collaborationcollaboration

•• Positive Positive effecteffect on on studystudy enrollmentenrollment and and implementationimplementation of of guidelinesguidelines and and newnew clinicalclinical
standardsstandards in in thethe managementmanagement and and patient‘spatient‘s carecare of gynecological of gynecological malignanciesmalignancies
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The online tumor board is usefull for my recommendation 
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ResultsResults fromfrom thethe regularregular followfollow--upup surveysurvey::

•Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Charité Campus Virchow

•Department of Radiotherapy, Charité Campus Virchow and Campus Mitte

•Department of Haematology and Oncology,  Charité Campus Virchow and Campus Mitte

•Department of Abdominal and Transplantational Surgery, Charité Campus Virchow 

•Department of Pathology, Charité Campus Mitte

•Department of Urology, Charité Campus Virchow

•Department of Pediatrics and Oncology, Charité Campus Virchow

•Department of Anaesthesiology, Charite Campus Virchow

CooperatingCooperating Departments Departments fromfrom Charité University Hospital BerlinCharité University Hospital Berlin

Live online tumor Live online tumor conferenceconference
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AA

PracticePractice

BB

ClinicClinic

othersothers

Live Live discussionsdiscussions and and 
recommendationrecommendation


